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1. MODULE DESCRIPTION 
 
 

This course provides an introduction to English teaching training, focusing on various 
key issues, such as the position of the English language in the world, the 
methodological approaches to language teaching, the relevance of exploring the 
cultural dimension in the classroom and the resources for the teaching of English with 
special focus on the teaching of the vocabulary. 

 
 

  2. COMPETENCES1  

  
Basic competences 
CB6. Develop and understand knowledge that provides a basis or opportunity to be 
original in the development and / or application of ideas, often in a research context. 
CB7. Know how to apply the acquired knowledge and show ability to solve problems in 
new or little-known environments within broader (or multidisciplinary) contexts related 
to their field of study. 
CB9. Know how to communicate conclusions, knowledge and final reasoning to 
specialist and non-specialist audiences clearly and unambiguously.  

 
Generic competences 

CG1. Know the content of the curriculum in the corresponding teaching speciality, and 
be familiar with relevant teaching and learning processes. 

                                                           
1 These competences have been adapted from the Memoria de Verificación of the Master´s Degree 
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CG3. Seek, obtain, process and communicate information (oral, printed, audiovisual, 
digital or multimedia), transform it into knowledge and apply it in the teaching and 
learning of English as a foreign language.  
CG8. Design and carry out formal and informal activities that contribute to making the 
centre a place of participation and culture within the environment where it is located. 
Develop the functions of mentoring and guiding students in a collaborative and 
coordinated manner; participate in the evaluation, research and innovation of learning 
and teaching processes.  
 
Specific competences 
CE 13 Know the cultural and formative value of the subjects related to the speciality and 
the contents that are covered in those courses. 
CE. 14 Know the history and recent development and approaches of the subjects to be 
able to transmit a dynamic vision of them. 
CE.15 Know the contexts and situation in which the curricular contents are used and 
applied.  
CE22 – Know and apply innovative teaching proposals in the field of teaching English as 
a foreign language.   

 
 
3. MODULE CONTENTS 

 
 

Units Credits 

Unit 1. English as a global language 0.75 

Unit 2. The teaching of the sociocultural dimension in the foreign 
language classroom 

0.75 

Unit 3. Methodological approaches in teaching English as a 
foreign language 

1 

Unit 4. Teaching Vocabulary in English 0.75 

Unit 5. Resources in the second language classroom 0.75 
 
 
 
 
 
 4. TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS  

  
4.1. Student’s workload (100 hours) 

 

Class contact hours 25  

Autonomous student work 75   

Total hours 100 
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4.2. Learning activities 
This course will consist of: 

• Class-sessions: Teacher’s presentation and group discussion of theoretical and 
practical issues; practical written exercises; practical work on topics from the contents; 
students’ oral presentations of activities or assignments. 

• Besides, students will be requested to read some set texts and to study the contents 
of the subject in order to be able to write essays and prepare several activities. 
Students will have access to the virtual learning environment, Blackboard, in order to 
prepare for the submission of assignments. 
 

5. ASSESSMENT 
 

Assessment criteria 
By the end of the course, students are expected to be able to show: 
• Thoroughness: accurate grasp of the requirements of the tasks. 
• The quality of their tasks: the activities are valid and adequately reflect the 

objectives, the length is appropriate for the time available, the material is suitable for 
the target audience. 

• Knowledge, understanding and appropriate application of the theoretical and 
practical principles discussed in this course.  

• Originality, in going beyond simple reliance on material provided in the contents of 
the course, and creativity in bringing novel approaches and ideas to the work. 
Originality and creativity may be demonstrated in content and/or in presentation.  

• High standards of presentation, in terms of written expression, and/or audiovisual 
material, if required, and in the combination of the two.  

 
Assessment and marking procedures 

 
1) Continuous assessment (convocatoria ordinaria): 
The assessment of this course will be based on the following elements: 

• Attendance to class-sessions (minimum 85% of the sessions) and meaningful 
participation with valuable contributions: 20% 

• Submission of activities/assignments and oral presentations: 45% 

• Final paper: 35% 

2) Final assessment (convocatoria ordinaria): 
 Due to the characteristics of this module, the whole assessment process requires the 
continuous assessment of the student; therefore, students cannot request assessment 
through the final assessment option during the University exam period. This measure 
has been approved by the Master’s Degree Academic committee in its ordinary 
session of 17th February, 2020.  
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3)  Reassessment (convocatoria extraordinaria):  

There will be a reassessment opportunity at the end of the second semester. The same 
evaluation criteria will be applied for the extraordinary call. The assessment will 
consist of a 2-hour written exam (50%), as well as an oral presentation of a topic covered 
in the course contents (50%). The dates for the final exam will be announced on the 
Master’s web page. 

Plagiary will not be tolerated. Those students who commit plagiarism in any of the 
activities mentioned above will get a fail mark in the corresponding activity. 

 
Grading descriptors  
 

- Outstanding (MH): Students display an outstanding grasp of the aims and contents 
of the module. All assessment criteria have been achieved to an exceptionally high 
level. Written assignments and the final paper show that students have read and 
thought at a level well beyond what is expected on the module. Students are always 
well-prepared for discussion in seminars.  
- Excellent (SS): Students display an excellent grasp of the aims and contents of the 
module. All assessment criteria have been achieved to a very high standard and most 
at an exceptionally high level. Written assignments and the final paper show all or most 
of the appropriate characteristics expected for this type of work. Students are 
practically always well-prepared for discussion in seminars. 
- Very Good (N): Students display a very good grasp of the aims and contents of the 
module. All assessment criteria have been met fully and many have been achieved at 
a good or very good standard. Written assignments and the final paper have a good 
foundation in the prescribed reading and build on ideas put forward in contents of the 
module. Students participate in seminars and have done most of the preparation. 
- Satisfactory (A): Students show a satisfactory grasp of the aims and contents of the 
module. All assessment criteria have been met, but some barely exceed the threshold 
standard to pass the module. Written assignments and the final paper show some of 
the appropriate characteristics expected for this type of work. Students sometimes 
participate in seminars and occasionally contribute to discussions.  
- Fail (S): Students show an unsatisfactory grasp of the aims and contents of the 
module. Some assessment criteria do not reach the threshold standard to pass the 
module. Written assignments and the final paper show limited understanding of the 
basic principles, concepts and teaching strategies of the module. Students’ 
participation is scarce and when they participate, they are often not prepared, or they 
do not say much. 
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7. ADDITIONAL PROVISION   
 
The University of Alcalá guarantees that if, due to health requirements, competent 
authorities prevent face-to-face teaching activities, totally or partially, this module 
descriptor’s objectives will be met through an online teaching and assessment 
methodology. The UAH commits to return to face-to-face teaching as soon as said 
impediments cease.   
 


